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he was highly respected by every other inmate, with no known enemies. Hoover was also impressed that
Whitacre was never issued one "shot," or disciplinary action, during his entire prison sentence.
The tone of Hoover's book is admiration for Whitacre, partly because he observed that Whitacre's family
remained close throughout his long imprisonment. Ginger Whitacre is portrayed as an incredibly dedicated
wife, who was in the prison, often with their children, every minute of every visiting hour.
While Hoover wrote the book partly to launch a new career as a writer, Whitacre said he originally thought
of it as a way to share his faith journey with friends and family.
"This is the rest of the story," Whitacre said in a phone interview from his home in Pensacola. "This is the
family story. It was our way to tell how we survived it. It's a Christian story about a family surviving the
eye of the storm."
The book is filled with poignant scenes, including when Ginger Whitacre and her three children stood vigil
all night outside Mark's hospital room after his suicide attempt, before he is about to begin his prison
sentence. They waved "huge signs readable from his ninth-floor window that said, 'Hang In There Daddy!'
and 'We're With You Forever!'"
A few months later, on the floor of a cell in the Atlanta Federal Transfer Facility, Mark Whitacre was
overwhelmed by a sense of despair.
"This is when I really got down on my knees and was in tears," Whitacre recalled. "I said: God, I can't
sleep at night. I can't do nine years like this."
Whitacre asked God to lift four specific burdens from him: to keep his family together, provide financially
for his wife and children, reconcile him with FBI agents he had alienated, and provide employment after
his release.
All of his prayers were answered. Food companies that won huge settlements by suing ADM donated
money to help Whitacre's family. His former FBI handlers befriended him and have been lobbying for his
pardon. And Whitacre was hired by a nutritional products company, Cypress Systems Inc., one day after
leaving prison. He now serves as the company's president.
He also prayed for peace and contentment, such as he had observed in Ginger.
"From June of '98 until I walked out of those gates, that sentence was done with peace and contentment,"
Whitacre said.
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